A history of volunteerism and patriotism in the Army Nurse Corps.
This historical study examines the motivation to serve demonstrated by Army nurses from colonial times to the Vietnam War era. It characterizes this motivation as being predominantly patriotic and voluntary in nature as opposed to being prompted by mandatory conscription. The analysis also focuses on procurement methods aimed at obtaining nursing support that have been employed by the army throughout its 210-year history. Additionally, this study proposes that army nurses' volunteerism is in no way diminished by inducements and benefits. Finally, it suggests that adequate military nursepower might be achieved in the future without resorting to a national policy of conscription.